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The Quality of Teaching 


All the objectives of higher education ultimately depend upon the qual- 
ity of teaching. In the opinion of the Foundation’s trustees, private and 
corporate philanthropy can make no better investment of its resources 
than in helping to strengthen American education at its base—the quality 
of its teaching. ... 


Nowhere are the needs of the private colleges more apparent than in 
the matter of faculty salaries. Merely to restore professors’ salaries to 
their 1939 purchasing power would require an average increase of at 
least 20 per cent. Even this would not bring teachers in our private 
colleges to their economic position before World War II in relation to 
that of other professions and occupations. They have not begun to share 
the benefits of the expanded productive power of this nation, and the 
whole educational system suffers from this fact. 


Industry, commerce, government, the arts, the sciences and the pro- 
fessions—indeed our whole way of life—depend heavily upon the quality 
of our education. Recognizing this fact, the trustees of the Ford Foun- 
dation want to do everything they can to emphasize the cardinal impor- 
tance of the college teacher to our society.... 


—From the Ford Foundation statement in making grants totaling $260,000,000 to 
private colleges and universities (see page 3). 


















Letters to the Editors 





Current Trend Seen 


as Threat to Church 





Day of “Great Darkness” 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 


| WRITE as one who is deeply dis- 
turbed by what has happened in the 
Durant (Mississippi) Presbyterian Church 
and Central Mississippi Presbytery. I 
write because this thing touches our en- 
tire Presbyterian Church, U.S., of which 
[I am a part (OuTLOOK, Dec. 12). 

First, I am thankful to God for the 
stand taken by Mr. Callaway. I am thank- 
ful for his courage. He must have known, 
for he has lived long in Mississippi and 
he is no fool, what would be the general 
reaction to his stand. Perhaps, however, 
he was surprised and disappointed in the 
subsequent action of his presbytery. 

I, for one, am both shocked and shamed 
by the action of Central Mississippi Pres- 
bytery. Most of us who view this affair 
from outside will find it difficult to be- 
lieve that “the social norms of the South” 
had nothing to do with the demand for 
Mr. Callaway’s removal. The efforts of 
the presbytery to pass this off as purely 
a personal matter between Mr. Callaway 
and the local elders will convince only 
those who, like the other members of 
that presbytery, want to be convinced 
that such is the case. 


NOW, | AM DISTURBED by what is 
happening to Mr. Callaway, and what is 
happening to other ministers in our 
church in similiar cases; but I am more 
disturbed by what is happening to the 
people, the churches, and the _ presby- 
teries who do such things. This is really 
frightening. How far are we willing to 
go in our fear of desegregation—even to 
the point of destroying our church and 
its Christian witness? It would seem so; 
and the irony is that this is usually done 
under the guise of “saving our church and 
keeping the peace.” 

Jesus had some things to say about 
“willful blindness.” It is a terrible thing 
to have lived always without spiritual 
light; but a more terrible thing can 
happen, and that is thet those to whom 
the light has come should turn away from 
it and choose darkness instead. To the 


Pharisees, Jesus said: “If you were blind, 
you would have no guilt; but now that 
you say, we see, your guilt remains” 
(John 9:41). 


SURELY this is a day when “great 
darkness is upon the land,” and if the 
Christian Light flickers out in our 
churches, what then? Let us mourn for 
our church, for we are all partakers in 
her sins; and let us repent and pray for 
Light, lest darkness come upon us all. 

As for Mr. Callaway, I should like to 
help him, but what can one do beyond 
words of encouragement and prayer? For 
whatever it is worth, I should like it 
publically recorded that I had rather 
stand where Marsh Callaway stands to- 
day than with the church court which, 
by unanimous vote, failed to uphold his 
cause against his persecutors. 

VANCE BARRON. 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 


Outlook-Reading Church 
December, 1955 
To Tue OVTLOOK: 

I have just received the consent of the 
Session to sponsor as our church paper, 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 

This is the first time in the life of this 
young church—two years old—that any 
church paper has been sponsored with the 
aim of making it a major project of the 
Women of the Church, and with a sub- 
scription goal of 100%.... 

Our effort is late ... but this church 
must be an Outlook-reading church. 

Pastor. 

e In view of end-of-the-year involve- 
ments in Women-of-the-Church organiza- 
tion, our special, low introductory rate to 
new subscribers ($2.50) will be in force 
through January in order to cooperate in 
such afforts as that described above. 


aa aa e 

Pastor” Replies 
To Tur OUTLOOK: 

If J. E. Johanson (OvuTLOoK, Dec. 5) 
will again read that portion of the letter 
from the non-resident member in a strange 
city (Nov. 7) which says: “I wanted you 





The postmark was one of the most embattled communities in the Deep South. 


The attitude of most of the people there would be out cf sympathy with several 
crucial actions of recent General Assemblies, OUTLOOK editorial policies which support 
the Assembly and many OUTLOOK articles 


But it did my heart good... 


—to see that fine list of OUTLOOK subscriptions sent in by the pastor of the church 


in that community. 


This is a tribute to: 


—the people, who are not afraid to deal with demanding problems and to face and 
discuss opinions which they may not share; 


—the pastor, who has encouraged a more open mindedness than prevails in some 
pressured areas and who wants his people kept in tcuch with the total move- 


ment of the church. 


Has such a list of subscribers been sent in from your church yet? 


If not, you may take advantage of our extension of the special new-subscriber’s rate ($2.50) 


through January 31. 


Editor, The Cutlook 





to understand the way I feel and most 
of all why I haven’t moved my member. 
ship,” it will become evident that the 
home town minister had been working 
on him (or her), and Johanson would not 
have placed the blame so heavily on the 
home church. 

Each quarter in our church we send 
out removal reports on all our non-resi- 
dent members. Very little happens. | 
have printed up some special ones to see 
if they will work. I doubt it. What we 
need is some kind of automatic transfer 
of membership. 

THE PASTOR, 


Student Volunteers in Athens 
Immediately following their celebra- 
tion of Christmas, 3,000 college students 
were to be heading for Athens, Ohio, for 
the 17th quadrennial conference of the 
University campus, 1,250 will be overseas 
students from 70 different countries. 

Of the total expected on the Ohio 
University campus, 1,250 will be overseas 
students from 70 different countries. 

Since the founding of the SVM in 1886 
it is estimated that more than 20,000 
young people have been recruited, with 
its help, for home and foreign missionary 
service. 

Under a conference theme of “Revolu- 
tion and Reconciliation,” these students 
come from 2000 college and university 
campuses, with quotas alloted for each 
denomination. Mid-December advance 
registrations showed 600 Presbyterians 
—U. S. & USA—already in, including 
200 from overseas (chiefly those attend- 
ing colleges in this country). 

Chairman of the conference and of 
the SVM board of directors is E. Fay 
Campbell, Presbyterian, USA, secretary 
of higher education. 

The conference opens Dec. 27, closing 
Jan. 1. 


U. S. Benevolences 
Announced for 11 Months 


With the end of a church year straight 
ahead, Presbyterian, U. S., agencies were 
reporting about half (except for World 
Missions) of the budgeted receipts for 
the 12-months period to close Dec. 31. 
With four Sundays remaining plus the 
early days of January, the announced 
receipts were: 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $196,- 
905; 44% of approved budget. 

Christian Education (Richmond), 
$291,226; 54.4%. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $670,- 
785; 47.91%. 


General Fund (Atlanta), $366,369; 


47.38% ; Interchurch Agencies, $10,975; 
55.7%. 

World Missions (Nashville), $2,174,- 
142; 71.28%. 


No PAPER NEXT WEEK 

Centinuing our custom of omitting the 
issue dated the first week in January, THE 
OUTLOOK will not appear next week. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond. Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 


Publishers, Inc 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 





1 North Sixth Street. Richmond 19 


Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
Foreign postage $1 extra 
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At Dayton 


New Strategy Is 
Urged in Mission 


A new, unified global missions strategy 
stressing reconciliation and brotherhood 
has been called for by 300 Protestant 
leaders of foreign missions. 

In the annual meeting of the National 
Council of Churches’ Division of Foreign 
Missions in Dayton, Ohio, they said many 
old missionary organs and methods are 
“ineffective,” as they called for ‘“‘pioneer- 
ing in new paths.” 

The missionary movement, they said, 
must become more international, interde- 
nominational and interracial. Also, they 
declared that the work must be less formal 
and institutionalized. Relief work must 
be seen as ‘‘an indispensable part of the 
mission of the church,” ceasing to be an 
emergency” measure and existing now as 
a chronic need. 

Every Christian congergation in the 
United States, the Dayton message said, 
“is a front-line post in the world mission. 

“Every act of unbrotherliness and in- 
justice by citizens of our country speaks 
more loudly abroad than do the sermons 
of missionaries and pastors abroad about 
reconciliation.” 

It was proposed that the U. S. State 
Department establish a Bureau of Afri- 
can Affairs within the department in view 
of the growing importance of Africa. 

Other emphases of the Dayton meeting 
stressed the need for the missionary 
movement to be concerned with the 
“whole man.” They underscored the im- 
portance of healthy bodies, Christian 
schools and colleges and the ability to 
use the land. 

Since 1950 the number of full-time 
American agricultural and home eco- 
nomics missionaries has grown from 56 
to 150. 

The 900 councils of churches in Amer- 
ican towns and cities, the meeting was 
told, offers a “tremendous untapped 
source of support for foreign missions.” 
Local councils, it was suggested, might 
be able to do what denominational boards 
cannot now do in getting the cause of mis- 
sions “into the life of the community.” 


*“CORRECT NUMBER IS 50 


Ever since last April 11 when we failed 
to catch an error in the number of that issue, 
we have allowed the mis-numbering to con- 
tinue. Not many people outside libraries are 
troubled by this, but for the sake of the 
record, while No. 49 appears on the cover, 
this is really No. 50. 





The Ford Foundation Grants 


Presbyterian, U.S.-USA, Colleges 
Get More than 105 Million Dollars 


In the far-reaching program of the 
Ford Foundation, American Presbyterian 
Colleges are to receive $10,633,800 to 
apply to teachers’ salaries. 

Three colleges jointly controlled by 
U. S. and USA churches receive $392,- 
700; 12 U. S. colleges will get $1,842,- 
600; and 39 USA institutions are to re- 
ceive $7,398,500. 

In the total appropriation to 615 pri- 
vate colleges and universities, church- 
related institutions numbered 405, with 
grants of more than $80 million. 

Only four-year, privately supported 
regionally accredited institutions shared 
in this largest of single benefactions in 
history. 

The basic grant to each college is 
based on the 1954-55 payroll for instruc- 
tion in the liberal arts and sciences. In- 
come from this endowment in each case 
is to be used for ten years for increasing 
faculty salaries. At the end of this time 
the principal may be used as the colleges 
choose. 


For 126, a Bonus 

Additional grants were made to 126 
colleges amounting to one-half of last 
year’s faculty salaries in liberal arts and 
sciences. These (marked with an as- 
terisk, next page) are judged to have 
“Jed the way in their regions in improv- 
ing the status and compensation of Amer- 
ican college teachers.” ‘Their grants may 
be used either to raise faculty salaries 
or for other pressing academic needs. 

In following its formula for distribu- 
tion, the Foundation trustees stressed that 
they “did not attempt to compare the 
caliber of these many different colleges, 
their general excellence or reputation. 
Indeed, our study confirms the belief so 
widely held that variety of excellence is a 
healthy aspect of our entire system of 
higher education, whether publicly or 
privately supported. This variety can- 
not be readily reduced to mathematical 
comparisons or scores.” 

This hugh appropriation was made, the 
trustees declared, to supplement and en- 
courage the efforts of the American people 
in meeting problems affecting the progress 
of the whole nation. In seeking to raise 
the salaries of teachers, the trustees said 
they felt they were following “the surest 


way to strengthen privately supported 
higher education.” 

While recognizing other needs, they 
said they regarded “the improvement of 
the economic position of college teachers 
as vital.” With a nod at tax-supported 
colleges and universities, they said, ‘“Pub- 
licly financed institutions should find 
themselves advantaged by example in the 
needed improvement of their own faculty 
salaries.” 

This “simple, practical plan” of the 
Foundation’s grants, the trustees said, 
“will aid in raising faculty salaries which 
cannot help but attract attention to their 
central importance.” 

Also Hospitals 

Many church-related hospitals came in 
for their share of Ford money too as 
3,500 privately supported hospitals were 
designated to receive grants of $200 
million to help them improve and extend 
their services to the public. Top grants 
among these were $250,000. 

In the absence of denominational lists 
of Presbyterian hospitals, no summary 
total of denominational appropriations 
has been made but recognizable ones have 
been listed in other columns. 

Hospital grants must be used for ap- 
proved new services such as improvement 
of or additions to facilities or services, 
additions to or training of personnel, or 
conducting research. Appropriations were 
based on patient days of service and the 
number of births in each hospital. 

An additional $90 million will go to 
privately supported medical schools to 
help strengthen their instruction. The 
trustees called this “the most expensive 
field of education. The deficit incurred 
for each student is reported to be as high 
as $2,800 a year. Total cost of teaching 
is roughly four times that for the student 
in general university training.” 
Blakely Statement 

Denominational education leaders were 
thrilled by the scope of the appropria- 
tions. Commenting on the announce- 
ment, Hunter B. Blakely, Presbyterian, 
U. S., higher education chief, said: 


“It will not only help many colleges 
struggling to maintain able and efficient 
faculties but it also calls the attention of 
all Americans to the present emergencies 








in these colleges in their attempt to carry 
on the important work entrusted to them. 

“It states emphatically that this great 
Foundation believes these colleges and 
universities are essential for the economic 
and industrial development of the nation, 
for its culture and civilization, for the 
ethical and religious welfare of our people, 
and for the essential liberties within a 
democratic society. 

“This great gift to private colleges and 
universities is made, I am sure, in the 
hope that it will encourage others to make 
gifts, both small and large, to the private 
colleges and universities of the United 
States. This Foundation has challenged 
others to join them in a supreme effort 
to enable our colleges and universities to 
meet their opportunities and responsibili- 
ties in this time of crisis.” 


Fay Campbell 

From Presbyterian, USA, headquarters 
in higher education in Philadelphia, E. 
Fay Campbell said: 


“The Ford Foundation grants go to the 
heart of the college problem. Great teach- 
ing is our goal. Our teachers have been 
neglected and we have often imposed upon 
them just because they were willing to 
teach in spite of neglect. The Ford grants 
will stir us all to do a better job. We 
need some buildings but we must have 
more adequate salaries for our teachers.” 


LISTING 
U. S. 


Agnes Scott, Decatur, Ga., $285,000* 

Austin, Sherman, Texas, $178,500* 

Belhaven, Jackson, Miss., $72,200 

Centrej, Danville, Ky., $182,800* 

Davidson, Davidson, N. C., $411,400 

Davis & Elkins}, Elkins, W. Va., $111,100 

Flora Macdonald, Red Springs, N. C., 
$83,500 

Hampden-Sydney, Hampden-Sydney, Va., 
$74,300 

King, Bristol, Tenn., $46,100 

Mary Baldwin, Staunton, Va., $115,900 

Presbyterian, Clinton, S. C., $76,500 

Queens, Charlotte, N. C., $124,200 

Southwestern, Memphis, Tenn., $320,000* 

Stillman, Tuscaloosa, Ala., $55,000 

Westminstery, Fulton, Mo., $98,800 

Tora, $2,235,300 


U. S. A. 

Alma, Alma, Mich., $128,300 

Beaver, Jenkintown, Pa., $125,100 
Blackburn, Carlinville, Ill, $125,800* 
Buena Vista, Storm Lake, Iowa, $114,600 
Carroll, Waukesha, Wis., $126,300 
Centre+, Danville,’ Ky., $182,800* 

Coe, Cedar Rapids, lowa, $320,900* 
Davis & Elkins7y, Elkins, W. Va., $111,100 
Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa, $70,600 

College of Emporia, Kan., $92,300 

Grove City, Grove City, Pa., $208,100 
Hanover, Hanover, Ind., $300,200* 
Hastings, Hastings, Neb., $128,100 
Huron, Huron, S. C., $71,300 

College of Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho, $103,300 
Illinois, Jacksonville, Ill., $75,300 
Jamestown, Jamestown, N. D., $141,700* 
¥ Jointly supported by Presbyterian 
Churches, U. S., and USA. 

*One of 126 colleges sharing in an 
additional $50 million grant on the basis 
of one-half of last year’s faculty salaries 
in liberal arts and sciences. These in- 
stitutions are described as having “led 
the way in their regions in improving 
the status and compensation” of their 
teachers. 
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Johnson C. Smith, Charlotte, N. C., $185,- 
900* 

Lafayette, Easton, Pa., $545,600 

Lake Forest, Lake Forest, IIl., $255,900* 

Lewis & Clark, Portland, Ore., $277,800 

Lincoln University, Lincoln University, 
Pa., $139,200* 

Lindenwood, St. Charles, Mo., $250,000* 

Macalester, St. Paul, Minn., $332,200 

Maryville, Maryville, Tenn., $148,500 

Millikin, Decatur, IIl., $182,200 

Missouri Valley, Marshall, Mo., $98,400 

Occidental, Los Angeles, Calif., $467, 100* 

College of Ozarks, Clarksville, Ark., $75,- 
400 

Park, Parkville, Mo., $99,500 

Parsons, Fairfield, lowa, $71,700 

Polytechnic Institute of Puerto Rico, San 
German, $100,100 

Rocky Mountain, Billings, Mont., $64,000 

Trinity, San Antonio, Texas, $232,900 

University of Tulsa, Okla., $443,300 

Tusculum, Greeneville, Tenn., $47,600 

Washington & Jefferson, Washington, 
Pa., $183,100 

Waynesburg, Waynesburg, Pa., $67,000 

Westminstery, Fulton, Mo., $98,800 

Westminster, Salt Lake City, Utah, $78,- 
700 

Whitworth, Spokane, Wash., $148,700 

Wilson, Chambersburg, Pa., $156,800 

Wooster, Wooster, Ohio, $615,000* 

ToTAaL, $7,791,200 


Hospitals (USA) 
Alaska, Valley 
$10,000 


Arizona, Sage Memorial, Ganado, $31,- 
200 


California, Olmsted Memorial, Los An- 


Presbyterian, Palmer, 


geles, $148,500; Hoag Memorial-Presby- 
terian, Newport Beach, $43,500 
Illinois, Presbyterian, Chicago, $203,- 


100; Presbyterian Hospital Home, Evans- 
ton, $101,800 

Maryland, Presbyterian Eye, Ear, Nose 
& Throat, Baltimore, $10,000 

New Mexico, Hospital Center, Albuquer- 
que, $95,500; Embudo Presbyterian, $10, 
000 


New York, Presbyterian Hospital of the 
City of New York, $250,000 

Pennsylvania, Presbyterian, Philadel}. 
phia, $144,200; Presbyterian, Pittsburgh, 
$128,900 

Puerto Rico, Presbyterian, San Juan, 
$67,900 


Hospitals (U. S.) 


North Carolina, Presbyterian, Char. 
lotte,$152,300; Grace, Banner Elk, $31,800 

Tennessee, Ft. Sanders, Knoxville, $109- 
700 
OTHER PRESBYTERIAN 

Other American Presbyterian and Re- 
formed colleges, with their grants are: 

Associate Reformed: Erskine, Due 
West, S. C., $81,500. 

Cumberland: Bethel, McKenzie, Tenn., 


$54,500. 
United: Knoxville (Tenn.), $93,200; 
Monmouth (Ill.), $142,500; Muskingum 


(Ohio), $172,400; Tarkio (Mo.), $74 400; 
Westminster (Pa.), $216,500. 

Reformed Church in America: Hope 
(Mich.) $221,500; Central (Iowa), $115, 
500. 


A Priest of God 


To live in the midst of the world 

with no desire for its pleasures; to be 
a member of every family yet belong 
to none; to share all sufferings, to 
peretrate all secrets, to heal all wounds, 
to go daily from men to God to offer 
him their homage and petitions, to 
return from God to men to bring them 
his pardon and hope; to have a heart 
of iron for chastity, and a heart of 
flesh for charity; to teach and to in- 
struct, to pardon and console, to bless 
and be blessed forever. O God! what 
a life and ’tis thine, O priest of Jesus 
Christ.—-LACORDAIRE, 





IT’S THE PRESBYTERIAN WAY 


or the congregation. 


for the Local Church, Blake, p. 66.) 
Removing a Pastor 


relation. 


satisfactory to the church. 


cipline of those who complain. 
p. 87.) 





Pastor's Responsibility 


Under the Constitution and in harmony with his ordination vows (see Form 
of Government XVI:5) he (the pastor) is the judge of what he will preach, 
how he will conduct worship, whose children he will baptize, whom he will 
marry, and how he will fulfill his many responsibilities subject only to the 
presbytery and not to the rule of the elders, much less the board of trustees 
His elders should be his counselors, but he and they 
need to remember that he is responsible under God and his conscience, not to 
the particular church of which he is pastor, but to the whole church through the 
presbytery, which made him pastor by act of the presbytery. 


A congregation may by resolution ask the presbytery to dissolve the pastoral 
(Such a step is) drastic and (should not) be taken without prior 
attempts to help the pastor amend his ways to the satisfaction of the congre- 
gation or to seek another call if he agrees that his ministrations are no longer 
The members of the church and the ruling elders 
should remember before taking any such decision with regard to their pastor 
that he has rights as well as duties and that he is subject to the discipline 
of his presbytery and not to that of the congregation or session. 
that complaints about the pastor will lead, not to his removal, but to the dis- 
(Presbyterian Law for the Local Church, Blake, 


(Presbyterian Law 


It may be 
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@ With occasional demands that a congregation be allowed to vote 
on various church policies, it is important to ask a question: 


For Whom Do Our Church Courts Speak? 


N RECENT discussions of issues be- 

fore our church, the view has been 
expressed often that certain actions of our 
church courts have not reflected the wishes 
or convictions of the majority of the 
membership of the church as a whole. As 
a result of this view there have been 
appeals to refer these issues to the church 
members for their decision. 

Obviously a clearer understanding is 
needed of the authority of church officers 
and the nature of church courts under our 
Presbyterian system. We need answers 
to such questions as: For whom do our 
church courts speak—Christ, or the ma- 
jority of the members? From whom do 
church officers have their authority? To 
whom is an elder answerable for his vote 
in a church court? May a congregation 
require its officers to voice the convictions 
or enact the will of the majority of its 
members? How does Christ make his 
will known for the church—by a majority 
vote of the congregation, or through of- 
ficers in church courts? What rights does 
the congregation possess and what rights 
does it not possess under our Presbyterian 
system ? 


Brief Review 

For answers to these questions we must 
turn to the Book of Church Order. Be- 
ginning with paragraph 8, let us read 
certain pertinent sentences: 


“Jesus Christ, upon whose shoulders the 
government is . .. gave all officers neces- 
sary for the edification of his church and 
the perfecting of his saints... 

“It belong to his majesty from his throne 
of glory, to rule and teach the church 
through his Word and Spirit, by the min- 
istry of men; thus mediately exercising 
his own authority and enforcing his own 
laws. ... 

“Christ, as King, has given to his 
church, officers, oracles and ordinances. .. 

“The power which Christ has committed 
to his church vests in the whole body, 
the rulers and the ruled. ... This power, 
as exercised by the people, extends to the 
choice of those officers whom he has ap- 
pointed in his church. 

“Ecclesiastical power, which is wholly 
spiritual, is twofold: the officers exercise 
it sometimes severally .. . sometimes joint- 
ly in church courts after the form of judg- 
ment and administration. ... 

“The church, with its ordinances, of- 
ficers and courts, is the agency which 
Christ has ordained for the edification and 
government of his people. . 

“The exercise of ecclesiastical power... 
has the divine sanction, when in con- 
formity with the statutes enacted by 
Christ, the Lawgiver, and when put forth 
by courts or by officers appointed there- 
to in his Word.” 


DR. ROSE is pastor of the First church, Wil- 
mington, N. C. 
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By BEN L. ROSE 


Two things are clear from these sen- 
tences. First, the congregation is an in- 
strument of Christ only in the choice of 
officers for the church. The congrega- 
tion is not an instrument of Christ ‘after 
the form of judgment” or “for the edi- 
fication and government of his people.” 
Second, the power of the congregation ex- 
tends to, and goes no further than, the 
choice of those officers whom Christ has 
appointed. The power of the congrega- 
tion does not extend to the instruction of 
those officers in how they will vote on 
any matter. 


Authority from Christ 


We see also that under our Presby- 
terian system, a church officer has his 
authority from Christ, and not from the 
people. An elder, therefore, is answer- 
able for how he votes on any issue solely 
to Jesus Christ who appointed him to 
office. It is the duty of elders, both 
ruling and teaching, meeting jointly in 
a church court, to seek and to express 
the mind of Christ alone. When an issue 
is before a church court, it is not an 
elder’s responsibility to search out and 
voice the will of the majority of the con- 
gregation which chose him to office. The 
elder’s sole duty is to search out and to 
voice the mind of Christ on that matter; 
and the mind of Christ is to be deter- 
mined through his Word and Spirit, not 
through a ballot of the membership. 

It is therefore not at all necessary, or 
even a thing to be always expected, that 
the actions of church courts will reflect 
the wishes or convictions of the majority 
of the church members at large. The 
question is not whether the action ex- 
presses the mind of the majority of the 
membership of the church; but the ques- 
tion is whether it expresses the mind of 
Jesus Christ. The latter it must do; 
the former it may do. 

Thus when an issue is before a church 
court for decision, an elder, ruling or 
teaching, should listen to what the mem- 
bers of his particular church have to say 
on the matter. He should hear them 
individually and mark their wisdom. But 
when he comes to vote, he must vote what 
he feels to be the mind of Christ whether 
anyone in his church agrees with him or 
not. For him to vote otherwise than as 
he believes to be the mind of Christ 
would be immoral. He must be free at 
all times to speak and vote what in his 
judgment is the will of Christ on all 
matters. 


This freedom must be accorded the 
teaching elder. God have mercy on those 
congregations to which the preacher is 
preaching only that with which the ma- 
jority of the congregation agrees! A 
preacher must be free to preach what he 
believes to be the Word of God whether 
anyone in the congregation agrees with 
him or not. Where would the people of 
God be today if the prophets of Israel had 
spoken only the convictions of the ma- 
jority of the church members of that day? 
Where would the church be today if 
Paul or Luther or any of the great Re- 
formers had conformed in belief and 
action to the wishes as determined by 
ballot of the majority of the membership 
of the church of their day? Thank God 
they were free from the opinions of the 
majority! 

This freedom must be accorded the 
ruling elder. He must be free to vote 
and speak in church courts as the Spirit 
of Christ directs him through the Word. 
He must be, not a mouthpiece for the 
majority of his congregation, but a 
mouthpiece for the Master of his life. 
This is the reason the General Assembly 
ruled that a Session cannot instruct its 
representative to presbytery. Uninstruct- 
ed elders allow the free exercise of the 
Spirit of Christ upon the members of 
the court. 

This freedom must also be accorded 
the deacons, who in all the affairs com- 
mitted to them should vote, not for what 
they think the majority of the congrega- 
tion would approve, but for what, in their 
judgment under the Spirit’s guidance, is 
best for God’s people. 


The Presbyterian Way 


All efforts to refer issues which come 
before church courts to the membership 
of the church is a radical departure from 
the Presbyterian system of government. 
The Baptist Churches hold that Christ’s 
will for his church is known through the 
majority of baptised believing members. 
But the Presbyterian Church holds that 
Christ’s will for his church is known 
through the officers of his church who 
have been chosen by the people, and 
whose power is exercised “jointly in 
church courts” (Par. 16). It was by 
his officers that Christ made his will 
known for the church in the eleventh 
and the fifteenth chapters of the Acts. 
And this, according to our Presbyterian 
system, is the way in which he still makes 
it known for his church today. 

According to our Book of Church 
Order, the congregation has one right, 
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and one right only, and that is to elect 
its own officers. But even this power is 
limited by a church court. After a man 
has been chosen by the congregation to 
office in tht church, he must be examined 
and approved by a church court before 
he is ordained to that office. In the case 
of a ruling elder, he must be approved 
by the Session. In the case of a teaching 
elder, he must be approved by the pres- 
bytery. Again, even if a majority of the 
congregation has voted to remove an of- 
ficer from his office, he cannot be removed 
without the consent of a church court. 
Paragraph 154 says that should a ruling 
elder or deacon become unacceptable in 
his official capacity to a majority of the 
church which he serves, the congregation 
by a majority vote may “request the Ses- 
sion to dissolve the official relationship 
between the church and the officer with- 
out censure.” But the same paragraph 
goes on to say, ““The Session after con- 
ference with the ruling elder or deacon, 
and after careful consideration may use 
its discretion as to dissolving the official 
relationship.” 

In other words, the voice of the people 
is not always the voice of God. This 
paragraph is clear evidence that church 
courts are not the puppets of the ma- 
jority of the congregation. Here the 
Book of Church says distinctly that a 
church court may do, at its discretion, 
what is contrary to the expressed will of 
the majority of the members. 

The sole inalienable right of the con- 
gregation under our form of government 
is that “no man can be placed over a 
church in any office without the election, 
or at least the consent, of that church” 
(Par. 101). The congregation does not 
have the right to instruct its officers, or 
even to require that their actions conform 
to the will of the majority of the mem- 
bers of the church, as paragraph 154 
proves conclusively. 


To Speak for Christ 


Thus our church courts and individual 
elders are left free to speak, not for the 
majority of the members of the church, 
but for Christ, the Ruler and Lawgiver 
of his people. 

As Presbyterians, therefore, if we dis- 
agree with a decision of a church court, 
let us say with our Confession of Faith 
that church councils have erred (Ch. 3, 
Par. 111); or let us show that the de- 
cision was not “in conformity with the 
statutes enacted by Christ (nco Par. 19); 
but let us not talk of church courts ex- 
pressing the wishes or convictions of the 
majority of the members of the church; 
and let us cease calling for the submis- 
sion of issues to the church membership. 

“Christ, as King, has given to his 
church, officers (Par. 10), and he 
has so planned the government of his 
church that those officers may perform 
their duties in the fear of God, but with- 
out fear of any man or majority of men. 
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Letters to the Editors 


Ferre Elaborates on Tillich Charges 





Rather “Lean Over Backwards” 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 


| APPRECIATE the letters that claim 
me to be unfair to Dr. Tillich’s position 
(OvurTLookK, Dec. 5). I should rather like 
to lean over backwards to give him all 
possible credit for the profound thinker 
he is and for all he has done to help us 
understand the Christian faith. 

The fact is, however, that Dr. Tillich 
does not believe in supernaturalism either 
as to the being of a personal God, personal 
providence where God actually does some- 
thing, or as to the resurrection of our 
personal lives after death. 


FOR MANY YEARS I have tried out 
of forbearance to be silent at this point. 
I first became aware of what Tillich act- 
ually believes when one of his students 
who had had all his courses over a number 
of years came to me to discuss his first 
funeral. I pointed to the New Testament 
and to Tillich’s theology. I myself was 
deceived because of Tillich’s use of sym- 
bols and his speaking of resurrection. The 
student then told me that Tillich had con- 
vinced his that there was no such thing 
as life after death. 

I later discussed this question with one 
of his best students, a teacher connected 
with one of our universities. Finally, I 
had a discussion on the subject with Dr. 
Tillich himself. Besides I framed most 
carefully my questions on the subject in 
writing my chapter on his theology in 
The Theology of Paul Tillich, edited by 
Charles Kegley and Robert Bretall. He 
answered me unmistakably, and the re- 
viewer of that book in Interpretation said 
that there could no longer be any question 
as to what Tillich actually believes. 


IN THE WINTER ISSUE of Religion in 
Life, 1955-56, I have written an article 
stating the same facts and Tillich has 
replied. All he has to do is to make a 
repudiation of what I am saying in un- 
mistakable terms of literal life after 
death or of an actually existing personal 
God who creates and rules the universe 
and our lives, and I shall be a very happy 
man to say that I have been mistaken. 
I have real affection and regard for Dr. 
Tillich and hope against hope that in the 
second volume of his Systematics he will 
declare himself in outspoken classical 
Christian terms. 

Dr. A. T. Mollegen of the Theological 
Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia, has 
just started a three-cornered conversation 


on the subject among Tillich, himself and 
me that may be published in a short time, 

I was asked originally to do the first 
chapter on Tillich’s book because of my 
understanding of his theology and my 
appreciation of it. I refused because | 
believe with all my life in the main tenets 
of classical Christianity and I wanted 
Tillich to be as fully received as possible 
for all help he has actually rendered. 

I believe we should learn all we can 
from Tillich. Let him, however, declare 
himself in simple, clear language that an 
actual, personal God exists as a Being 
before and beyond all other beings, one 
who actually works in history, one who 
came for our salvation in Jesus Ghrist, 
and one who will raise us to literal life 
after death in the sense of continued 
personal existence. If he so believes, 
I, for one, shall rejoice and thank God, 
for great is Paul Tillich as a person 
and thinker. 


AS TO BULTMANN, I have profited 
greatly from the reading of Theology of 
the New Testament both in English and 
German. I have also studied with great 
care his Kerygma and Mythos recently, be- 
because it was several years ago that I 
read the original article in German. I in- 
vite any reader to read the first chapter of 
Bartsch’s Kerygma and Mythos which is 
written by Bultmann. He says explicitly 
that he differs not one whit from Heid- 
egger except that his man in Christ is 
passively accepting the experience cf 
freedom whereas Heidegger’s existential 
man makes an active decision. 


If there is any question at all, however, 
about both Bultmann and Tillich, please 
secure from Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, Tillich’s Auburn lecture on 
Bultmann in which Tillich tells us how 
both of them reject supernaturalism in 
toto as the kind of myth which science can 
no longer accept. All honest and informed 
men have to surrender the literal inter- 
pretation of the Bible and accept such 
facts as are validly established by science. 
I have shown, however, in my Faith and 
Reason, that supernaturalism is not in 
any way invalidated by science but self- 
authenticating as the most adequate truth. 
I therefore repeat, ‘Choose we must” be- 
tween those who reject outright Christian 
supernaturalism and those who cannot 
accept anything else because they have 
seen and known its power and its truth. 

NEts F. S. Ferre. 
Nashville, Tenn. 





Paul Tillich Comments... 


| can only say that Ferré is right when he says that | ‘’don’t believe in supernatural- 


u“ 


ism. | only ask, How can someone believe in a philosophical concept which is sup- 


posed to explain religious symbols, but which itself is not a content of faith? The 


statements Mr. Ferré wants me to make are for me the theological problems given by 


the symbolic language religion must use, but they are not the answers. 


Simply to 


repeat them is not theology because the question of the ‘’logos’’ of these symbols is not 
even asked for and a term like “literal life after death’’ should nct be used by a 


theologian who knows something about the difference between time and eternity. 
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the same Star 


“And lo, the Star, which they saw in the East 
went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young Child was.” 


That same star—with a promise of a 
better tomorrow is a beacon of hope for our 
children today. 


Its message of assurance gives courage 


to all. As we keep our eyes on that star 
with its reminder of Peace on Earth—Good- 
will Toward Men, let us face the New Year 
with gratitude and friendliness and with 
warmth and tolerance for everybody. 

That same star’s bright gleam reflects the 
greeting of cheer and goodwill we send your 
way this day. 


RICHMOND PAPER COMPANY, INC. 
RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
Established 1871 
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EDITORIAL 


The Ford Grants 

It is probable that a great many of the 
615 privately-supported colleges receiv- 
ing Ford Foundation grants in the recent 
award have received the largest single 
gift in their history. If some of these do 
not look large, then it may help us to 
recall how poorly many of these strug- 
gling institution have been supported. 

The Ford gifts throw the spotlight 
where it belongs—on the teacher—and, 
by implication they declare that we ought 
to stop riding him; that his service is 
fundamental (like the physician’s) and 
we ought to recognize it as such. 

There is also a direct challenge in the 
grants, as supporters of the independent 
institutions are called to provide more 
adequately for these colleges. 

In Presbyterian circles, particularly in 
the U. S. Church, this huge investment 
is opportune, for it comes just at the time 
when the church-related colleges are 
launching a major campaign across the 
South. 

Within these bounds, current tabula- 
tions show these objectives, with the year- 
end of their proposed attainment: 

North Carolina, for the consolidated 
college: $3,000,000; student centers, 
$500,000 (’57); Davidson, $1,500,000 
(’56); Queens, $2,000,000 (’57-’58). 

Texas, united campaign (’56), Austin 
College, $1,720,000; Austin Seminary, 
$1,430,000; Lay school, $250,000; Pan- 




















American school, $200,000; Schreiner 
Institute, $550,000; student centers, 
$215,000. 

Appalachia, King, $1,000,000 with 


$890,000 pledged or contributed (‘57); 
Lees McRae, $175,000 (’55), $290,000 


(56). 
Kentucky, Centre, $250,000 (’55); 
$300,000 (56); $2,000,000 (58); 


Louisville Seminary, see below. 
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Arkansas College, $500,000 (’55). 

Belhaven, $1,000,000 (°56). 

Presbyterian College (S. C.), $750,- 
000 (7°56). 

Southwestern at Memphis, $125,000, 
Tenn.; $250,000, Ala. (755). 

Mary Baldwin, $500,000 (’56). 

Columbia Seminary, $250,000, Florida 
(756) ; $250,000 chair of Homiletics. 

Louisville Seminary, $750,000 (’ 
$600,000 (°56). 

Assembly’s Training School, $325,000 
(56). 

Westminster Fellowship or student 
centers, Florida, $150,000 (’56), plus 
Texas, N. C. and Kentucky (see above). 

In Missouri, the $250,000 campaign 
for Louisville Seminary is getting under- 
way, with plans for Westminster to come 
later. 

In Oklahoma, West Virginia and Vir- 
ginia, total plans are yet to be developed. 
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Celebrating a Divorce? 


The Presbyterian, U. S., General Coun- 
cil will doubtless approach with great 
caution the suggestion of a centennial 
celebration in 1961 of the founding of 
the Southern Church. This matter is in 
the hands of its program committee where, 
it is understood, it is being studied. 

A good many people will recall the 
dismal failure of the big promotion to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of this 
event back in 1936. Elaborate plans 
were made, tons of impressive (and fun- 
damentally helpful) literature were pro- 
vided the churches, the Assembly met 
once more in the memorial shadows in 
Augusta—and we probably never wit- 
nessed a more completely frustrated com- 
mittee nor a sadder event. 

One good man put it this way—and 
this may have been a partial explana- 
tion, “It is not fitting to celebrate a 
divorce! The only proper thing to do 
is to reunite the family.” 

While the committees are studying, 
they might do well to consider the possi- 
bility of full-fledged participation in the 
common celebrations of American Pres- 
byterianism. For instance, we can all 
unite in marking the 250th anniversary 
of the founding of the first presbytery in 
1956 and other common achievements. 


Magazines: On the South 


You will be more than casually inter- 
ested in these two magazine articles: 

The Reporter, Dec. 15: “People in 
Mississippi” — about Holmes County, 
Minter & Cox, Callaway, Yazoo City. 

Saturday Evening Post, Dec. 17: “Ra- 
cial Crisis in the Deep South,” Hodding 
Carter. 


CORRECTION . . Mexico Caravan 

Two errors were reported in the World 
Missions story of Dec. 5 (pages 11-12). 
The cost to individuals in the youth cara- 


van to Mexico will be $125, the Board of 
World Missions is not underwriting the 
director's salary, as was reported to The 
Outlook. 

Also, the U. S. A. church is being in. 
vited to participate in a summer work- 
shop at Omtepec, Mexico, instead of in 
the caravan. 





| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Europe’s Uneasiness. Europeans, 
conscious of their vulnerability, are 
uneasy about our boom and fear reper- 
cussions on themselves. Any threat to 
their precariously balanced economies 
moves them to consideration of indepen- 
dent policies which may or may not sup- 
port our foreign military and economic 
interests. This is the present mood of 
Europe of which we need to be aware, 
If we think of dealing with the com- 
munist world primarily in rigid military 
terms, we may find our allies, under 
stress, drifting away and following al- 
ternatives dictated by necessity. 


Freedom with a Catch in it. Reli- 
gion is free in Hungary. So free that 
both ministers and priests are permitted 
to preach at will to rapidly growing con- 
gregations provided they will agree to 
preach a little side sermon extolling Com- 
munism. 

State of Virginia. It would seem 
that Virginia may expose itself to serious 
criticism by the Supreme Court on the 
segregation issue. The court almost cer- 
tainly expects the States to move in the 
direction of integration. There can be 
no doubt that Christian principles de- 
mand the same thing. 

President Eisenhower. Those who 
insist that the President will not run 
again because of his health may be over- 
looking a very important factor, namely, 
his profound interest in world peace and 
his willingness to give his life to serve in 
that cause. A President who has every 
Cabinet meeting opened with prayer does 
not put his personal desires ahead of the 
welfare of his nation. If he declines to 
run, it will be because of an honest con- 
viction that another can deal more ade- 
quately with the problems of world peace. 

General Motors. This big corpora- 
tion did not make a good impression at 
the hearing in Washington. It was 
shown to be almost ruthless in its deal- 
ings with its thousands of dealers. Those 
of us who are defenders of the free en- 
terprise system are pained when we see 
Christian principles ignored. The motto 
of General Motors has almost been 
“profits regardless.” The only way to 
insure the success of the capitalistic sys- 
tem is to operate it on Christian prin- 
ciples. Let us leave the hard-boiledness 
and the dictatorship and the cruelty to the 
Russian dictators. - 
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A Meditation for the New Year 


WAIT FOR THE LORD 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Psalm 27:14. 


EW YEAR’S DAY resolutions are 

full of “I will do. Let us 
make a different one this year, a better 
one. Let us resolve not to do, first of 
all, but to wait. 

To wait—? With all that is crying 
to be done? Wait, with so much already 
undertaken and undone that we shall 
never catch up? 

Yes, if we understand why we wait, 
and for whom. “Wait for the Lord,” 
the Psalmist says. “Blessed are those 
who wait for him,” says the prophet 
(Isaiah 30:18). ‘“‘The Lord is good to 
those who wait for him,” says even the 
sad singer of the Lamentations (3:25). 

For everything there is a season and 
atime. The time to wait for God is not 
always. We are not to wait when the 
command has been given: Forward! We 
are not to wait listening for a Voice we 
have heard. Is duty clear? Is the road 
plain, though steep? Do we hang back 
only because we are afraid? This is no 
time to wait. God is on the road, his 
voice rings through the mists. Let us 
go! 

We are not to wait for God to do what 
we must do. We owe God more than we 
can pay, more than we can count. He 
has done for us much we could never do. 
From him are life and salvation. But 
there is one thing he will not do, not for 
his closest worshippers, his most loyal 
servants, the children of his love. He 
will not dis-serve them by doing for them 
what they can do for themselves. He will 
not cut from their responsibility, not 
dwarf them by keeping them in idleness. 
Is there a thing we can do, ought to do? 
Then in God’s name let us set out. If 
we wait here for God to do our work for 
us, we wait in vain. 

We are not to wait for God to speak 
a word already spoken. What shall I 
do? What burden must I bear, set my 
feet on what road, fix eyes on what far 
goals? Questions of duty, dear or dis- 
tant, rise desperately in our minds. But 
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God has shown us what is good. He has 
not told us all, but he has told us much. 
What doth the Lord require of thee but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with thy God? If we 
can see what is just and kind and hum- 
ble, and if this is in our power to do, 
then we need wait no longer for a word 
from the Lord. He has spoken; he waits 
for us. 


EVERTHELESS it is good to wait 

for the Lord. There is a blessing in 
it. Do not be in a hurry, in this New 
Year. “Run not before him, whatever 
betide.” We feel urgent haste because the 
thing we desire must be done and we 
would each be the one by whom it is done. 
So we set briskly forward, and expect that 
God will make haste to keep step with 
us. Not so. Wait for the Lord! If the 
goal you seek is good, God will not let it 
go unreached. But his time is not your 
time. What ought to be done, and has 
to be done, will be done. But it may not 
be done in your time. You do not have 
to do it, nor see it, in this world. Do 
not hurry beyond your instructions. Do 
not grasp the tool from a worker more 
skilled than yourself. Rejoice in God’s 
victories, even though you have been kept 
in the reserves. 

Wait for the Lord. Wait for God’s 
guidance. It may not have come, though 
you have often prayed. Is the sky dark, 
the road invisible? Then do not push 
out into the dark. Wait for the Lord. 
When he wants you to take one step he 
will give you light enough for that. He 
may never illumine a long road ahead, 
but he will give light if you have patience. 

Wait for the Lord. Wait for his as- 
surance. Are you his child? You wish 
to be, but there are times when you are 
not sure, and all is dark confusion. Full 
assurance may never come, or it may 
come and slip away. Do not be in a 
panic. Do not stamp your feet and shout 


impatient prayers. If God be pleased to 
bring you out at last into an open place 
where his light shines clear, it is well; 
but if it be his will that you remain 
long in a place of darkness, that is well 
too, for it is his will. 


AIT for the Lord. Wait for his 

results. Do you work in his vine- 
yard? Do not pinch the young grapes. 
God can make wine from these grapes in 
one moment; but he has done so only once 
in all the time of man. Summer must fol- 
low spring, and tardy Autumn’s scarlet 
footprint be seen upon the hills, before 
all God’s store is harvested. No work 
for him is fruitless; but the fruit will 
not ripen faster for all your haste. 

Wait for the Lord. Wait for his com- 
fort. Have you taken up your cross? 
No cushion can be devised to lighten the 
terrible weight of it. But be in no haste 
to lay it down. Do you shed tears, and 
with reason? God will wipe away all 
tears—and yours. But not, perhaps, to- 
night. Are you destined to be among 
the Christ-like? You will not be like 
him unless you too are acquainted with 
grief. 

Wait for the Lord. Wait for his re- 
ward. What man can give is soon given. 
What God can give needs an eternity. 
Whatever the uncertainties around you, 
let this certainty be in you: He has not 
forgotten. And he never comes too late. 

“Not so in haste, my heart! 
Have faith in God and wait; 
Although he linger long, 

He never comes too late.” 
—BRADFORD TORREY. 
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work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 
ited. Transfer or terminal programs 
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PRE-NURSING 
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Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
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Apply Now—Davidson College, Admissions Office, Davidson, N. C. 
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U. S. Council Meets 


Presbyterian, U. S., agencies have been 
reminded recently by the General Council 
that while the Genera] Assembly approves 
the annual spending budget, their spend- 
ing should not ordinarily exceed the aver- 
age of recepits of the past two years. 

The Council had before it a joint re- 


and relationships. ‘The papers expressed 
their “considered judgment” that some 
present policies in the church’s organi- 
zation and program “will tend to impair 
the usefulness or lead the complete de- 
struction of the independent weeklies.” 
They said to the Council: 

“While there may be individuals who 
would look upon such a result as desirable, 
quest of the three independent publica- we cannot believe that our church-at-large 
tions generally called the “church would consider this as anything but disas- 
papers,””* seeking clarification of policies trous. Therefore, Wwe are bringing this 

joint appeal to your attention, with the 
*The independent “church papers” are request that the encouragement and sup- 
the Christian Observer, Southern Presby- P°t historically accorded the ‘church 
terian Journal, and Tue Pressyrerian Pers’ may be renewed.’ 


OUTLOOK, 
4 eo) =) 


Catalog and fine selections 

of sample materials on re- 

quest. Fair Prices. Mention 

whether for Pulpit or 

Choir. 

DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 
1217 South 4th St. 
Greenville, Ill. 





To this end, the Council declared that 
“the reading of independent ‘church 
papers’ by the members of the church is 
important and desirable.” It said it is 
“mindful and grateful for the meaning- 
ful and constructive contribution which 
these three independent papers have made 
to the life of the church,” and it reiterated 
“its conviction that the existence of such 
‘independent papers’ is urgent.” 


OPPORTUNITY EXTENDED—THROUGH JANUARY 


(This letter was not available in time for use before the Dec. 4-10 observance.) 















TO THE MINISTERS AND ELDERS OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES: 
Dear Friends: 

The Presbyterian Church in the United States will ever be grateful for 
the services of the church papers. Though these papers are privately 
owned and controlled, and receive no subsidy from the church, their pur- 


pose has ever been the advancement of th Kingdom of God, specially to 
our church. 


The General Assembly has, therefore, set aside the week of December 
4-10 as Church Paper Week.* It is hoped that every pastor will bring this 
to the attention of his people at the morning service and that he will urge 
every family to subscribe to and read a church paper. A church paper 
becomes an “assistant pastor’ as it informs the church membership of the 
accomplishments, trends and issues of the church-at-large. 


We solicit your help in this important task. 
Sincerely yours, 


J. G. PATTON, Executive Secretary. 
Presbyterian, U. S., General Council, Atlanta, Ga. 


*% IMPORTANT NOTE 

In view of the fact that Church Paper Week is now scheduled 
after annual reports have been completed by Women of the 
Church when old officers are being succeeded by new ones, 
many W-O-C groups do not have an opportunity to solicit sub- 
scriptions to the church papers. Therefore, to give a fair 
chance to everybody, THE OUTLOOK will continue its special 
half-price to mew subscribers through January. 

lf names of new Secretaries of Literature are sent this of- 
fice, a special packet of helps for each circle leader will be 
sent for use in January, according to the number specified, 
and new subscriptions (not renewals) or gifts will be received 
through Jan. 31 at the special $2.50 rate. 
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It did not comply, however, with re- 
quests for changes in the annual calendar 
or assistance in securing local contacts, 
It agreed to provide clearer listings and 
identifications of the church papers than 
has been the case in recent years and to 
speak its word of encouragement in stim- 
ulating subscriptions and reading. 

The program committee will report 
April 10-11 as to the possibility and 
nature of a centennial celebration of the 
founding of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in 1961. 

Dr. J. Farra Van Meter, Lexington, 
Ky., physician, was re-elected chairman; 
Everett L. Repass, Salem, Va., vice- 
chairman. Committee chairmen named 
were: Budget and Stewardship, A. Wal- 
ton Litz, Little Rock, Ark.; Program, 
FE. B. McGukin, Lynchburg, Va.; Pub- 
licity, H. Kerr Taylor, Dallas. 


Florida Schedule Is Set 


Florida’s famous Chain of Missionary 
Assemblies is scheduled this year from 
January 14 through Feb. 22, with the fol- 
lowing speakers, in addition to denomina- 
tional missionary representatives: E. 
Russell Carter, National Council of 
Churches; Louis H. Evans, Presbyterian 
minister-at-large; Robert A. McKibben, 
Methodist Department of City Work; 
Elfan Rees, European representative for 
the World Council’s Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, Ge- 
neva; Mrs. Clarence T. Nelson, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Gloria Wysner. 


The schedule follows: 


Jan. 14-17, Jacksonville 

Jan. 15-16, Jacksonville Beaches 

Jan. 17-19, Daytona Beach 

Jan. 19-20, Fort Pierce 

Jan. 19-20, Vero Beach 

Jan. 21-26, St. Petersburg 

Jan. 22-25, Clearwater 

Jan. 25-27, Tampa 

Jan. 29-30, Sarasota 

Jan. 28-31, Bradenton 

Jan. 29-Feb. 1, Ft. Myers 

Feb. 1-3, Lakeland 

Feb. 1-3, Winter Haven 

Feb. 4-7, Orlando 

Feb. 5-6, Sanford 

Feb. 5-8, DeLand 

Feb. 8-11, West Palm Beach 

Feb. 11-15. Miami 

Feb. 12-14. Ft. Lauderdale 

Feb. 14-17, University of Miami 

Feb. 18-22, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee 


ee ae 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
4 Embroideries - Vestments 
Hangings - Communion 
} Sets . Altar Brass Goods 
= CATALOG OWN R®EQUES! 
~ ios 
{ | CHURCH GOODS fa 
Tla 1ona SUPPLY COMPANY dy 


” 23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 
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CONFIDENCE IN GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 8, 1956 


Luke 12:4-53. Text 12:22-34 


In the King James Version the open- 
ing verse of the printed text reads: ‘““Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat; neither for the body, what ye shall 
put on.” This is a misleading transla- 
tion for the present day, and one which 
holds before us an impossible ideal. If 
there are any parents who do not give 
thought to the material needs of their 
families they are inexcusably negligent; 
if there are any young men or young 
women who give no thought to their abil- 
ity to earn a livelihood they are incredibly 
stupid. 

As we read this and other verses in 
the King James Version we need to re- 
member that the meaning given to words 
gradually changes. The word “manufac- 
ture,” for example, originally meant to 
make by hand; it now means to make by 
machinery. The word “spinster” origi- 
nally referred to a woman who spun, it 
now refers to quite a different type of 
individual. There was a time when it 
was a compliment to describe a woman as 
homely, meaning a home-loving woman; 
but the time has passed; such a descrip- 
tion is no longer complimentary. The 
King James Version of the Bible was 
translated from the original Hebrew and 
Greek more than 300 years ago—in the 
davs of William Shakespeare. If we 
turn to Shakespeare we find that he used 
the expression “‘take no thought” in our 
sense of “take no anxious thought,” and 
that is the meaning of the Greek original 
of Luke 12:22 which was accurately ex- 
pressed in the 17th century translation 
of the King James version. The rsv puts 
it more accurately in the language of our 
day: “Do not be anxious about your 
life”; Goodspeed, in his American Trans- 
lation, comes still closer to our American 
idiem: “Do not worry... .” 

Jesus nowhere says that we are to take 
no thought for the material necessities of 
life; he does say that we are not to worry 
about them, which is a very different 
thing. To worry is not to think; to worry 
makes it difficult to think clearly and con- 
structively; it is like racing the engine, 
when one needs to put it into gear that 
the car may move forward. 

In the passage before us Jesus gives 
us three reasons why we should not so 
worry: 


1. Worry Is Unnecessary 

The first reason he offers is this: most 
of our worries are unnecessary. “Con- 
sider the ravens,” he says, “they neither 
sow nor reap, they have neither store- 
house nor barn, and yet God feeds them. 
Of how much more value are you than 
the birds.” One might read these words 
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and jump to the quick and careless con- 
clusion that Jesus meant that we need 
not labor for our food. As a matter of 
fact, the birds spend more of their wak- 
ing hours looking for food than do most 
of us; but they do not seem to worry 
about it. God who has made food avail- 
able for birds and for flowers has also 
made it available for us. There are, of 
course, exceptions to this rule; but it is 
generally true. We may not have the 
frills of life. We may not have all the 
luxuries that we want. But most of us 
do have and will continue to have the 
necessities of life, or at least the oppor- 
tunity to secure them. A doctor who had 
many patients with incomes in the higher 
brackets made a careful study of the 
things that they worried about. He found 
that forty per cent of these things never 
happened; thirty per cent were about 
things that were entirely beyond their con- 
trol; twelve per cent were about physical 
ills that were caused or greatly aggra- 
vated by their own emotional attitudes; 
ten per cent were about friends or mem- 
bers of their family who were quite able 
to look after themselves; leaving eight per 
cent which really needed some attention. 
And even here their worry did not help. 
An analysis of our own worries would 
probably yield similar results. Most of 
our worries are unnecessary. We are like 
the man who said, “I have had more 
troubles than anybody in the world, and 
most of them never happened.” We 
would do well to emulate the birds and 
flowers—make life as it comes, adapt 
ourselves to changing conditions, and 
make the most out of the opportunities 
which are set before us. 


Il. Worry Is Unavailing 

In the King James Version vs. 25 
reads: ‘Which of you by taking thought 
can add to his stature one cubit?” In 
the Rsv it reads, ‘Which of you by being 
anxious can add a cubit to his span of 
life?” Goodspeed again puts it. more 
nearly in the American idiom: “Which 
of you with all his worry can add a 
single hour to his life?” The meaning 
is the same, whichever rendering we 
choose. We can undoubtedly add to the 
span of our lives by taking thought— 
about our diet, for example; or about our 
regimen of work, rest, exercise and play, 
or about the way in which we drive on the 
highways. But worry does not add any 
years to our lives; not even “a single 
hour.” 

Rather the opposite. In a recent issue 
of Medical News is a report of a scien- 
tific study made by Dr. Flanders Dunbar 
of men and women who have lived to be 


a hundred years old. The survey re- 
veals that long life is due to no one 
secret but to a blend of ingredients in- 
cluding: 

(1) An extraordinary health record, 
derived evidently from a relatively stable 
autonomic nervous system that quickly 
regains equilibrium after shock. 

(2) A preference for marriage (98% 
of the centenarians surveyed had been 
married, and few were ever divorced). 

(3) A remarkably high record of large 
families. 

(4) Ingenuity in avoiding frustration. 

(5) Spending little time and effort on 
trying to “get to the top.” 

(6) Sociability and a sense of humor, 
with little inclination to argue. 

(7) A faculty of not worrying about 
things beyond one’s control. 

(8) The ability to sleep soundly, 
though not always for long stretches. 

(9) The ability to make a fresh start, 
rather than self-denunciation as a failure, 
when frustration is unavoidable. 

(10) No fear of death. 

(11) Religiousness, but not to an ex- 
treme. 

An editorial in the Richmond Times- 
Dispatch, from which this report is taken, 
adds: “Certainly most of those are vir- 
tues which help make life happy, aside 
from any contribution they make to lon- 
gevity.” Significant for our present study 
is the fact that at least seven out of the 
eleven factors listed above are closely 
related to the elimination of worry. 

It suggests what we otherwise know 
to be a fact, that worry is not only un- 
availing; it is positively harmful. Drs. 
Kirkpatrick and Huetner, in an authori- 
tative book on The Fundamentals of 
Health, say: “The worst enemy of effi- 
ciency as well as the best ally of nervous- 
ness is worry.” According to Dr. Dun- 
bar, worry puts many persons in the hos- 
pital, even gives them angina pectoris 
pains, and sometimes hastens death. 
“Emotional factors,” this eminent doc- 
tor adds, “may play a role in the devel- 
opment of chronic invalidism or hasten 
fatal termination of heart disease. De- 
tecticn and relief of conflict and anxiety 
is cne of the major problems of convales- 
cence and of the utmost importance in 
preventing relapses and _ invalidism.” 
Doctors have asserted that 50% of our 
ills are caused by emotional attitudes, of 
which anxiety or worry is one of the 
chief. 

Most of our worries are unnecessary, 
all of them are unavailing, and, in fact, 
positively harmful. But there is a third 
reason that Jesus gives for not worrying: 


Ill. Worry Ils Unbecoming 

When I was a boy I read a story of a 
boat caught in a storm. It was off a rock- 
bound coast and there was danger that 
the boat would be blown against the rocks 
and dashed to pieces. The passengers 
were ordered to remain in the cabin, and 
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there they were, all huddled together, 
fearful that every moment would be their 
last. Finally one of them, more daring 
than the rest, left the cabin and made 
his way along the deck until he came to 
where he could see the pilot, lashed to his 
post and slowly, inch by inch, turning 
the boat out to sea. The pilot turned, 
saw the lonely watcher, and smiled. Im- 
mediately the daring passenger made his 
way back to the cabin, and burst in on 
the startled group of watchers with the 
glad tidings, “All’s well. I have seen 
the pilot’s face, and he smiled.” So it is 
with us. No matter how dark the night, 
how rough the storm, or how many rocks 
there are ahead—if only we have seen our 
Pilot’s face, we know that all is well. 

“You must not worry about getting 
food or drink, or live in a state of anx- 
iety,” Jesus said (Phillip’s translation). 
“The whole heathen world is busy about 
getting food and drink, and your Father 
knows well enough that you need such 
things.” 

It is natural for a pagan to worry, 
Jesus indicates; but for a Christian to 
worry betrays a subtle lack of confidence 
in God. It indicates that in this respect 
at least, he is but little better than the 
pagans. 

IV. The Cure for Worry 

We will agree that Jesus has given 
three excellent reasons why we should 
not worry. Most of our worries are un- 
necessary; all of them are unavailing; 
and for a Christian to worry is unbecom- 
ing. We all know this, but what we need 
is something to keep us from worrying. 
Does Jesus give us any practical help 
along this line? 

In the parallel passage in Matthew he 
makes a most important suggestion: 
“Don’t worry at all then about tomorrow. 
Tomorrow can take care of itself. One 
day’s trouble is enough for one day” 
(6:34, Phillips). If you are bound to 
worry, says Jesus, then just worry about 
today’s troubles; don’t worry about to- 
morrow’s trouble until tomorrow; in this 
respect don’t cross your bridges until you 
come to them. That is excellent advice, 
which we would all do well to follow. 
Some of us will find it difficult at first, 
but if we persist we will find it becomes 
easier with time and practice. We will 
find that it conserves nervous and phys- 
ical energy, that it adds tremendously to 
our peace of mind. For most of the things 
we are tempted to worry about never hap- 
pen. And if they do—those little things, 
which, after all, are so unimportant, or 
those great things on which our life’s 
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TWO LESSONS THIS WEEK 


In view of the fact that next week’s issue 
will be omitted, two of Dr. Thompson’s dis- 
cussions appear in this issue. 


happiness seems to depend—we will find 
grace from God to meet them. God said 
to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you” 
(II Cor. 12:9). And God’s grace is 
sufficient for us. It is always sufficient 
for the needs of the day. It becomes in- 
sufficient, I sometimes think, only when 
we add imaginary ills to real ones, when 
we join future troubles to the present 
ones, when we forget that ‘tone day’s 
trouble is enough for one day.” 

A second suggestion, implied in 
Jesus’ words, is developed by Paul: 
‘Have no anxiety about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which passes all understanding, will 
keep your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” ‘By prayer and suppli- 
cation—with thanksgiving.” I have 
come to believe, not from anything I have 
read in any book, for I have never 
read it there, but simply from my 
own experience and from the experiences 
of others with whom I have talked, that 
this little phrase, “with thanksgiving,” is 
the key to this great promise. For years 
I went to God with my prayers and sup- 
plications, and I did not always find the 
peace which Paul holds before us. But 
I have never gone to God by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving—thanks 
for the blessing which I have enjoyed in 
the past, thanks for the blessings which 
I enjoy even in the midst of my deepest 
distress, thanks for the grace of God 
which is available to me through Jesus 
Christ—but that I have found something 
at least of the peace of which Paul has 
written. Prayer is the greatest source of 
emotional stability. But if prayer is to 
be most helpful it needs to follow the 
pattern prescribed by Paul: ‘In noth- 
ing”’—that is, the big things or the little 
things—‘“‘be anxious; but in everything” 
—that is, the big things and the little 
things—“by prayer and_ supplication 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God... .” 

Jesus’ third cure for worry, and the 
only one mentioned by Luke, is the most 
important: “Seek his kingdom, and these 
things shall be yours as well.” In the 
parallel passage Matthew puts it: “Seek 
first his kingdom...” (6:33). We must 
seek to earn a livelihood for ourselves 
and our family, and many other things 
as well, but we are to seek first the King- 
dom of God—that is, the rule of God 
over our lives and the lives of others. 

We will continue to worry just as long 
as we are supremely concerned about our 
lives, and our interests, our own plans 
for our lives. We will cease to worry 
when we become supremely concerned 
about God’s reign in the hearts of men 
and God’s rule over the lives of men, 





when we have learned to pray as Jesus 
prayed in Gethsemane, “Nevertheless, not 
my will but thine be done.” 

“Seek his kingdom, and these things 
shall be yours as well.” What things? 
Quite clearly the material necessities of 
life, of which Jesus has been speaking, 
This promise is generally true even when 
applied to the individual. As a matter 
of fact, however, it was spoken to a 
group (in the Greek which distinguishes 
between ‘you’ singular and ‘you’ plural, 
this is apparent). As Conrad Noel puts 
it: 

“The promise that all material neces- 
sities will be abundantly provided to those 
who seek God’s kingdom and his justice 
was not in fact given to individuals as 
such, but to individuals in a company 
which was already becoming the nucleus 
of the new world. If they were to es- 
tablish the divine commonwealth on the 
foundations of God’s justice, if a world of 
men were to spring up in which greed 
had given place to generosity and domina- 
tion to service, in which men cooperated 
to produce instead of competing to de- 
stroy, then there would be enough for all, 
none of them would lack the necessities 
of life.” 

This promise assumes new significance 
in our own day. Economists tell us that 
in the last fifty years or more we have 
passed from an economy of scarcity into 
an economy of abundance. For the first 
time in human history it has become 
possible to grow enough food, to produce 
enough goods to satisfy the material needs 
of all men. Arthur Compton, a world- 
renowned scientist, commenting on this 
possibility in a recent article in the Satur- 
day Review, reminds us, however, that 
there is a condition. Our hope, he says 
“lies in a growing understanding of the 
conditions for the good life of man in 
a world of science and technology and in 
the acceptance of a morality that is con- 
sistent with these conditions.” In the 
last analysis it is a religious condition. 
“Jesus put it succinctly, and most chal- 
lengingly: “Seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be yours as well.” 

In the meantime there is human need, 
human suffering all about us. So Jesus 
urges us to sell our possessions, if neces- 
sary, and give alms; “‘provide yourselves 
with purses that do not grow old,” he 
exhorts, “with a treasure in the heavens 
that does not fail.” And how do we 
provide ourselves with such purses, with 
such treasure? Quite evidently, by shar- 
ing with those who are in need, by using 
our gifts, our possessions to serve God 
and our fellowmen (see Luke 12:33-34; 
Mt. 19:21; Luke 16:9; I Tim. 6:17-19) 
In other words, stop worrying, and give 
yourselves to constructive thought, to 
positive efforts for the alleviation of hu- 
man need, and the advancement of God’s 
rule in the total life of man. 

(Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the 
Revised Standard Version. Much of the lesson treatment 
is adapted from the writer’s book on The Sermon on the 
Mount, published by John Knox Press.) 
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Need for Repentance Today 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday Schcol Lesson for January 15, 1956 
Luke 13. Printed Text 13:1-9,31-35 


In a recent discussion on religion and 
health one of the ministers present ex- 
pressed the opinion that sickness was 
always the consequence of sin. All of 
us have known individuals who have suf- 
fered far beyond the ordinary. In recent 
years we have seen peoples and lands 
devastated by war and numerous other 
calamities. Is this too a consequence of 
sin? When a question of this sort was 
brought to Jesus, he said, ‘““No—but .. .” 
But what? Let us look a little closer at 
the text. 


Some pilgrims from Galilee had come 
up to Jerusalem for one of the feasts. 
While they were offering the sacrifices 
Pilate’s soldiers fell upon them and 
mingled their blood with that of the beasts 
upon the altar. We have no other ac- 
count of this act of savagery, and do not 
know therefore what led Pilate to issue 
his order. Probably he suspected that the 
Galileans were insurrectionists, Jose- 
phus, the Jewish historian, records simi- 
lar acts of brutality against Jews in 
Jerusalem and against Samaritans on Mt. 
Gerizim; it was this last act which led 
to his removal from office. 

Why the incident was brought to Jesus’ 
attention we do not know, but his answer 
suggests that his informants wanted some 
light on God’s way with men. The Jews 
generally held that calamity was a conse- 
quence of sin, yet here were men cruelly 
slaughtered in the midst of their devotions. 
Perhaps they had heard Jesus speak of 
the judgment that would come upon those 
who were unfaithful to their trust 
(12:45), and wondered if this could be 
a case in point. Certainly there must 
have been some unusually heinous sin to 
explain such conspicuous punishment. 

“Do you think that these Galileans 
were worse sinners than all the other 
Galileans, because they thus suffered?” 
Jesus asked. ‘‘No, but unles$ you repent 
you will all likewise perish.” 

In other words, it cannot be argued 
that this particular tragedy was due to 
the Galileans’ sin, for many others were 
equally sinful. Instead of leading them 
to pass judgment upon the unfortunate 
victims of this tragedy they would do 
well to recall that all were sinful in the 
sight of God, and that some day all must 
face the judgment. “Do you think that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than 
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all the other Galileans . . . I tell you, 
No; but unless you repent you will all 
likewise perish.” 

Jesus enforces the point by referring 
to a recent accident. A tower had fallen, 
crushing the lives out of eighteen men. 
Some expositors think that these men were 
working on a tower of Pilate’s aqueduct. 
If so, they were being paid by temple 
funds which Pilate had confiscated. The 
Jews might argue under these circum- 
stances that the calamity was their proper 
penalty. “Do you think,” Jesus asked, 
“that they were worse offenders than all 
the others who dwelt in Jerusalem? I 
tell you, No, but unless you repent you 
will all likewise perish.” 

What destruction did Jesus have in 
mind? Some expositors think it was the 
imminent destruction of Jerusalem at the 
hands of the Romans. The Jewish people 
were moving steadily toward war with 
Rome, an unnecessary war which Jesus 
foresaw and frequently warned would end 
in the destruction of the Jewish state. 
This misfortune could be averted, Jesus 
indicated, only by a changed attitude on 
the part of the people generally toward 
people of other races or nations, par- 
ticularly here, the Romans. 

So Jesus might say today, unless 
you people of the South, unless you people 
of America, unless you peoples of the 
world repent—change your ways, change 
your attitudes—you bring inevitable 
judgment upon yourselves. The truth is: 

“There is no government on earth whose 
hands are clean, no nation whose relations 
to its neighbors are altogether righteous 
and just, no people entirely free from am- 
bitions and practices that make for catas- 
trophe. In today’s world there is no room 
for self-righteousness; there is abundant 
room everywhere for repentance.” (Ernest 
Fremont Title in The Gospel According 
to Luke; Macmillan.) 

“Unless you repent,” said Jesus, “you 
will all likewise perish.” 

It is quite possible, however, as many 
other expositors think, that Jesus was re- 
ferring primarily to the final judgment 
which everyone of us must face as an 
individual. As Dr. Douglass once wrote: 

“To die physically is bad, but to perish 
spiritually is the greatest of all calamities. 
Therefore, said Jesus, when you encoun- 
ter suffering and death, attribute it not to 
the sin of him who suffers, but let it re- 
mind you of the fact that death will some 
day be your portion and you can face the 
judgment of God unafraid only if you have 
truly repented of your sins.” 

Indirectly here, and more directly in 
John 9:1-2, Jesus punctures the theory 
current in his time, and still, as we have 


seen, held by some, that sickness and mis- 
fortune are to be traced directly to the 
sufferers’ own sin. As a very thoughtful 
writer points out: 

“A religious attitude which promotes or 
retains the belief that whatever is happen- 
ing to us is being ordered by God in this 
particular way, at this time, because of 
what we are or have done, is neither 
healthy nor normal. In the first place, 
it will cause great religious conflict since, 
as Job discovered, our own souls may tes- 
tify that such a belief is not true. While 
there are penalties for sin, it does not 
follow that all suffering is such punish- 
ment. Failure to make this distinction is 
morally wrong and psychologically un- 
healthy. In the second place, there is also 
a certain degree of anxiety and uncertain- 
ty produced when we doubt the orderliness 
of external events that occur indiscrim- 
inately to the just and unjust alike. If 
we learn to accept Hardships as accidents 
of life, there is a firmer basis for peace 
of mind.” (Experience, Reason and Faith, 
by Eugene G. Bewkes et al, Harper and 
Bros.) 

We do not know enough to be able to 
point to certain events and say that these 
things are the judgments of God upon 
men’s wickedness. We do know that sin 
brings suffering, and that some day we 
shall stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ, and that we must prepare our- 
selves against that day with sincere re- 
pentance. 


Jesus continued his warning, but gave 
it a more positive turn by telling the story 
of a farmer who gave careful attention 
to a fig tree, expecting it, of course, to 
bear fruit. The tree came to maturity 
but its fruit failed to appear. The farmer 
therefore ordered his gardener to cut it 
down. The gardener pled that the tree 
might have one more chance, and the 
plea was granted. 

Those who first heard the parable 
could not mistake its application. Jesus 
was speaking of them, and of the nation 
of which they were a part. If the Jewish 
people did not bring forth the fruit which 
God had a right to expect, the nation 
would finally be destroyed. But the truth 
is applicable to every individual, to every 
institution, to every nation, and to every 
civilization. All which fail to bear the 
fruit which God has a right to expect 
will eventually perish. Historians dis- 
tinguish 21 civilizations which have ap- 
peared to date; sixteen of these civiliza- 
tions have disappeared; the ‘remaining 
five are still under test. 

The parable warns us of the coming 
judgment; it also reminds us of the divine 
patience. God is willing to give men and 
nations the opportunity to repent—to 
delay merited judgment, that we may 
have still another chance. 

“Always he said that men can make a 
new start. To an age caught in the fetter 
of habit, as every age is caught, he told 
of a mercy that can break every fetter. 
‘Repent and believe in the gospel’ (Mark 
1:15) is his word. He meant it: a man 
or nation can turn again and by act of 
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faith receive power for creative life.” 
(Interpreter’s Bible) 

But there is a limit to God’s patience. 
Let us ask ourselves, then: What fruit 
does he expect of us? What fruit does 
he expect of our nation—of the South, 
sometimes referred to as the Bible belt? 


Hl. 

As Jesus spoke, certain Pharisees came 
up to warn him that Herod was seeking 
to kill him and to advise him therefore 
to leave Perea. If he wanted to save his 
life. Perea, the country on the “other 
side” of the Jordan, was included in 
Herod’s territory (along with Galilee) 
and therefore Jesus was now in Herod’s 
territory. 

The reason why Herod was contem- 
plating some action against Jesus is not 
difficult to understand. Jesus was a 
preacher of righteousness, a prophet who 
had the ear of the populace and who 
seemed therefore to threaten the status 
quo. Totalitarian regimes today do not 
permit independent critics of their regime. 
And the situation in Palestine was a very 
explosive one. If any number of the 
Jews became convinced that Jesus was 
the promised Messiah, a revolution would 
be set off which might topple Herod from 
his throne. 

Why the Pharisees, who by this time 
were generally opposed to Jesus and his 
program, should have warned him of 
Herod’s intentions, it not so easy to 
fathom. Not all of the Pharisees were 
opposed; some, like Joseph of Arimathea 
and Nicodemus, highly placed members 
of the Sanhedrim, were secret disciples; 
it may be that some of these friendly 
Pharisees warned Jesus of his danger 
because of their sincere desire for his 
safety. On the other hand, it may be 
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that they hoped to rid themselves of Jesus’ 
presence; to disturb Jesus in his work 
and to create a panic among his fol- 
lowers; or, as some have suggested, to 
frighten him into Judea where he would 
come under the power of the Sanhedrim. 

But Jesus was not scared. As Tittle 
comments: 

“You cannot intimidate a man who is 
fully committed to God and his purpose. 
He is not afraid of ‘those who kill the 
body and after that have no more that they 
can do” (12:4). His only fear is to be 
disloyal to truth and right and love— 
to betray the trust he has from God.” 

“Go and tell that fox,’’ he said to his 
informants, referring to Herod’s attempt- 
ed cleverness, along with his actual in- 
significance, ‘‘ ‘Behold, I cast out demons 
and perform cures today and tomorrow 
and the third day I finish my course.” 
(It was the miracles of Jesus which had 
drawn to him the attention of Herod— 
Mark 6:14. Jesus here sends Herod 
word that he his ministry will continue 
along the same lines, in spite of his 
threats.) Jesus is saying here that he 
will carry on the work which God has 
given him to do until God’s appointed 
time (this is the meaning of today and 
tomorrow and the third day) comes for 
him to suffer. He will leave Perea 
shortly, not because of Herod’s threat, 
but because it is God’s will that he shall 
bear his final testimony in Jerusalem. 

“For it cannot be that a prophet should 
perish away from Jerusalem.” As Plum- 
mer says: 

“The saying is severely ironical, and 
that in two ways. (1) According to over- 
whelming precedent, Jerusalem is the 
place in which a prophet ought to be put to 
death. Jewish usage has determined that 
Jerusalem is the right place for such 
crimes. (2) When the conditions of place 
and time have been fulfilled, it is not 
Herod that will be the murderer. ‘You 
profess to be anxious for my safety, if I 
remain in Herod’s dominions. Do not be 
alarmed. I am in no danger here, nor 
from him. But I must go to your capital; 
and it is there, and by your hands, that 
I shall die.’” 

But Jesus’ heart went out to that im- 
penitent city. Some say that Jesus was 
concerned only with the salvation of the 
individual. That is not true. It is plain 
to all who read that he was greatly con- 
cerned about the fate of his nation, pain- 
ed and grieved over the coming destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. A hen seeks to pro- 
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tect her chicks from harm. Jesus sees 
the storm about to break over Jerusalem 
that will end in the destruction of the 
city. He has pled with his nation to fol- 
low his way, God’s way, and it has re- 
fused to heed him. That house therefore 
is left desolate. God’s glory will move 
elsewhere. Observe that because the 
people have rejected God, they are them- 
selves forsaken of God. “His presence 
is real only where he meets with response. 
A great temple does not guarantee his 
presence; it depends on repentance and 
obedience.” (Filson) 

Did Jesus think of this doom as coming 
by means of the Roman legions? Prob- 
ably he did. And so it happened. Re- 
jection of Jesus’ message sealed the na- 
tion’s fate. Relying on the dagger and 
the sword, the Jews hurled themselves on 
their Roman masters (A.D. 67-70) and 
perished along with their city and nation. 

“You will not see me,” Jesus is re- 
ported to have said, “until you say, 
‘Blessed he be who comes in the name of 
the Lord.”” This means, as Filson points 
out in the new International Lesson An- 
nual: 

“Until I reach Jerusalem for my last 
visit, or until you repent and see that I 
am really sent of God,” or “until you see 
me at the end of the world when I am 
to act as judge, and you, too late, will 
have to acknowledge that I come, as I 
came before, in the name and service of 
God.” 

What does this warning and lament 
mean to us? 


1. A man is immortal until his work 
is done. That was true of Jesus. Is it 
also true of us? Many of us like to think 
so. In any case, it is our duty to do the 
immediate task which lies before us, re- 
gardless of the consequences. ‘Behold 
I cast out demons and perform cures 
today and tomorrow, and the third day 
[in God’s appointed time] I finish my 
course.” 


2. A nation, or an individual, may sin 


away the day of grace. So it has often 
been in the past, and so it may be with 
America, and within an area, like the 
American Southland. “How often would 
I...” said Jesus, ‘and you should 
not... .” God does not compel our obe- 
dience. The decision is left in our hands. 
But the time comes when forsaking God, 
a man or a nation is forsaken by God. 


3. God’s ultimate victory is sure. “No 
earthly and obstinate Jerusalem can 
thwart his holy will.” “You will not see 
me until you say, ‘Blessed be he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.’” He 
will come—in victory. But “there and 
now the choice confronts us: to receive 
Jesus that his love may brood over us, 
or to deny him—to his heartbreak and 
our desolation.” (G. A. Buttrick in The 
Intepreters’ Bible.) 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


PREACHING IN A SCIENTIFIC AGE. By 
A. C. Craig. Charles Scribner’s Son, New 
York. 119 pp., $2.50. 

This series of Warrack Lectures (1953) 
by this Glasgow University professor is 
a book any minister would profit by. It 
represents traditional Scottish preaching 
at its best—both timely and relevant as 
well as Biblical and true to the evange- 
lical tradition. 

Dr. Craig begins with a chapter on 
“The Dilemma of the Preacher,” point- 
ing out that we no longer live in an age 
of religious certainty: our congregations 
generally know less about the Bible and 
less about theology than former genera- 
tions. But they do know more about 
science, and believe more in it than their 
fathers. The minister’s approach to 
these people, then, cught to take this 
background into consideration. 

He follows with four chapters on areas 
where science asks questions of the Chris- 
tian message: Biblical criticism, miracle, 
the resurrection, and the last things, giv- 
ing worthwhile suggestions on preaching 
on each of these with the “scientific age” 
in mind. 

The reader of this book should be in- 
spired to do better preaching on subjects 
where his people are asking legitimate 
questions. ‘The lectures are certainly a 
good antidote to a considerable amount 
of sentimental irrelevance that we can 
easily slip into. 





WIL.iIAM A. BAINE. 
Bellaire, Texas. 

THE GREAT PEACEMAKER. By Ralph C. 
Smedley. Borden Publishing Co., Los An- 
geles, Calif., 96 pp., $2.50. 

An entertaining and enlightening little 
book, telling something of General Rob- 
ert of Robert’s Rules of Order fame. In- 
cidents from his life are related and in- 
teresting sidelights on reasons for his 
interpretation of parliamentary procedure 
are injected. 

THE FIRST BOOK OF MYTHOLOGY, 
Greek-Roman. B. Kathleen Elgin. Franklin 
Watts, Inc., New York. 61 pp., $1.95. 

Here is the way to encourage an early 
familiarity with the ancient gods and 
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goddesses on the part of youngsters. 
Stories are simply told. Illustrations, 
also by the author, are well done. With 
so many people finishing school with 
little or no knowledge of the classics, 
this volume might encourage some to go 
further. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Treasury of Christmas Songs and 
Carols. Edited and annotated by Henry W. 
Simon. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. $4.95. 

Before You Marry. Sylvanus M. Duvall. 
Association Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

Facts of Life and Love. Evelyn Millis 
Duval. Association Press, N. Y. $3.00. 

Living Stories of Famous Hymns. Ernest 
K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 
$2.00. 

Luther’s Works. Volume 12. Edited by 
J. Pelikan & H,. T. Lehmann. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. $5.00. 

Soldiers Without Swords. Herbert A. 
Wisbey, Jr. Macmillan Company, N. Y. 
$4.00. 








Forgotten Founding Fathers. William 
Thomson Hanzsche. Christopher Publish- 
ing House, Boston. $3.00. 

Dead or Alive. Herbert Lindemann. 


Concordia Publshing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
$1.50. 

Earning Opportunities for Older Work- 
ers, Edited by Wilma Donahue. Univer- 
sity of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
$4.50. 

The Effective City Church, Revised. Mur- 
ray H. Leiffer. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 
$3.50. 

Max Shulman’s Guided Tour of Campus 
Humor. Hanover House, N. Y. $2.95. 


The Mongol Mission. Edited by Christo- 
pher Dawson. Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $4.00. 

The Outspoken Ones. Hubert Van Zel- 
ler. Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $3.00. 

The Key Concepts of the Old Testament. 
Albert Gelin. Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $2.00. 

Daily Discoveries, Robbie Trent. Har- 
per & Bros., N. Y. $2.00. 

On Listening to Another. 
Steere. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $1.50. 

Earth in Upheaval. Immanuel Velikov- 
sky. Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.95 

An Illustrated History of Science. F. 
Sherwood Taylor. Frederick A. Praeger, 
New York, $5. 

It’s Worth Your Life. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. 


Douglas V. 


Erma Ferrari. 
50 cents, paper. 
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CHANGES 

Marsh M. Callaway, Durant, Miss., 
(OuTLOOK, Dec. 12, p. 3) has accepted a 
call to the Good Hope La., church. 

Ben R. Lacy, retiring president of Union 
Seminary, Va., has accepted a call to the 
Hampden-Sydney, Va., church effective 
Feb. 1. 

Richmond McKinney from Ennis, Texas, 
to 404 N. Church St., McKinney, Texas. 

G. Dana Waters, West Avenue church, 
Charlotte, N. C., has accepted a call to the 
Arsenal Hill church, Columbia, S. C., ef- 
fective Jan. 15. 

Leon McDill Allison, Statesville, N. C., 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian pastor, 
has accepted a call to the First A. R. 
church, Gastonia, N. C. 

Dean A. Bailey, who studied last year in 
Scotland, has begun his new work as 
pastor in Grenada, Miss. 

David B. Walthall from Richmond, Va., 
to the regional director’s office, 36 Hunter 
St., S. W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

Isaac S. deLugo, formerly of Emmanuel 
church, San Antonio, Texas, has become 
a member of Brooklyn-Nassau (USA) 
Presbytery, N. Y. 

Fernando Padillo, formerly of the Nat- 
ional Presbyterian Church of Mexico, is 
now pastor of the Mexican church, San 
Benito, Texas, 140 Diaz, St. 

John C. Neville, Jr., from Columbus, Ga., 
to the Jackson Street church, 1920 Shirley 
Park, Alexandria, La. 

Gaston Boyle, Jr., who has been pastor 
in John’s Island, S. C., has accepted a 
call to the Covenant chapel and Tirzah 
(Y) churches, Rt. 4, Rock Hill, S. C., 
beginning Jan. 1. 

Stanley |. Stuber who has been general 
director of the Japan International Uni- 
versity Foundation, New York, will be- 
come general secretary of the Council of 
Churches of Greater Kansas City on 
Feb. 1. 


DEATHS 

Edmund Melville Wylie, 78, died Dec. 
12 in Tryon, N. C. He was at one time 
pastor of the Central church, Montclair, 
N. J., and earlier of the Park Avenue 
church, New York. 

Alva Hardie, 82, Daytona Beach, Fla., 
died Oct. 17. 

Geo. G. Strickler, 80, Taft, Texas, died 
Oct. 25. 

Carlyle Ramsey Womeldorf, 91, died at 
his home in Lexington, Va., Dec. 6. After 
serving as a missionary to Brazil 1895- 
1905, he worked until 1928 among the 
Mexicans in Texas. He retired in 1928. 

Dr. Charlies W. Lamme, 75, retired 
missionary to Iran died Dec 12 in Tunk- 
hannock, Pa. Dr. Lamme served as a 
medical missionary, 37 years in Tabriz. 
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AUSTIN LECTURES 

Lectures at Austin (Texas) Seminary 
in January include: Charles W. Ranson, 
general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, Jan. 2-6. 

Mid-Winter Series, Jan. 31-Feb. 4: 
James Muilenburg on “The Major Per- 
spectives of Biblical Faith”; Douglas V. 
Steere, Haverford College; and Edward B. 
Paisley, Philadelphia. 

Earlier this month Alexander Miller of 


Stanford University delivered a lecty 
series on “The Ethics of the Gospel.” 
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Charles Clayton Morrison, now retiring 
as editor of The Pulpit. Edwin T. Randal 
is the new editor of the 20th Century 
Quarterly. 
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